AMERICA WAITED 7 YEARS FOR THIS STORY! 


AND IT'S TRUE JS THIS IS THE WAY IT WAS/ 


PEACE! |x 
VICTORY! 2-3 
Fi REEDOM! Sh ae 


THIS DRAMATIC 


TRUNE SHORY 


DIDN'T “JUST HAPPEN -’ 
PRAYER AND FAITH 


PLAYED A PART i 
GOD WAS IN CONTROL’ 
YOU CAN READ ALL : 
THE EXCITING DETAILS 

IN THE COMPLETE BOOK,’ 


Willie Pp 

OHS fy 

Mepeh, S AU fered, 
Mel and 1.5. ete 


esence of Mine Enemies, Copyright © 1973, Fleming H. Revell Company. Based on the book /n the Presence of Mine Enemies 
oward and Phyllis Rutledge with Mel and Lyla White, published by Fleming H. Revell Company. Copyright © 1973 by Fleming 
ompany. 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER2S , \965--- 
PHYLLIS RUTLEDGE AND HER 
CHILDREN LEAVE FOR CHURCH --- 


AND HALF WAY AROUND THE 
WORLD, HER HUSBAND HOWARD 
LEAVES --- 


ON A DIFFERENT 


KIND OF MISSION ./ Presence 
Or Mise 


BE ALERT 
THERE'S eae FOR FLAK IT'S 
TARGET / i ee ae 
2 OBFENUa? 


» MOLI hiya in 


- =~ 


THEY'RE 
STILL 
SHOOTING PRAYED IN 


TWENTY 


BACK IN CALIFORNIA , PHYLLIS 
RUTLEDGE RETURNS FROM CHURCH --- 


MOMMY, HOW 0 
WE KNOW GOD |S 


—————— > D} __ 
: ee 


Y CHILDREN, 
GO IN THE 


S - SOMETHING 
HAPPENED TO 


IT'S NOT 
THAT BAD, 
PHYLLIS--- 


WE THINK His WINGMAN 

HE'S ALIVE % / SAW A CHUTE 
BEFORE HIS PLANE 

EXPLODED.’ 


OH, 
HOWARD--- 


I WAS 
ALONE 
WITH MY ul 

QUESTIONS~| a _ WOUNDED # 


4 

apg tsty] 

WEE Shi 4 
{_S 


ARE YOU 
CAPTURED 
2 


/ iTS LIKE Y DAO'S IN 
PASTOR FOLEY ° THEHANDS j} 
SAID IN OF GOD“ 
CHURCH--- 


=} 
a 
= 
y 


S 


AWN 


Cl 


Pie 
\\ 


A 


A 
NEW 
“GUEST" 
ARRIVES 
AT THE 
HANO! 
HILTON .7 


AND |S ESCORTED TO HIS ROOM--- 3 X G FEET--- 120° HEAT--- 
NO AIR CONDITIONER .7 


ROOM 
AND NO SERVICE 
DANGER FEATURES 
OF THE WORLO'S 
FALLING MOST EXOTIC 
OUT OF MENU-==- 
THE CEMENT SEAWEED 
BED.’ SOUP AND 
SEWER 
GREENS.’ 


AND THE SOCIAL DIRECTOR ‘ 
IS A REAL EAGER BEAVER ,” 


alla 


EVERYTHING WAS DESIGNED TO --- TO MAKE US TOOLS OF ENEMY 
BREAK OUR SPIRIT --- PROPAGANDA ./ 


<a 


BRUTALITY | i Bn 4A» 
TORTURE bY - 
| De ee 
SOLITARY pol a WK by. 
Me fas WOODY 


YOU WANT TO DIE. TO CONFESS ” TO DO ANYTHING TO GET OUT OF THAT 
a FOUL EVER-SHRINKING WORLD .” 


Se 4 /, Vids Ps 
GMA 
ie) War 


A 


() 


) 


THE WHOLE \/ AND IF 
CHURCH IS THERE'S 
PRAYING FOR ANYTHING NOTHING IS 
YOU AND HOWARD , ELSE WE IMPOSSIBLE 
PHYLLIS --- 


THANK YOU, 
PASTOR FOLEY 4 


"N % I LEARNED I WAS NOW INVOLVED 
COMMANDER IN ANOTHER KIND OF WAR--- AND THE 
eTIM — AMERICANS IN PRISON INTENDED TO 


STOCKDALE--- BS 


WE 
WERE 
ORGANIZED 


re 
MEMORIZED HANOI 
THE NAME WILL HAVE 
AND SERIAL HARLEY TO ACCOUNT 
NUMBER OF CHAPMAN l 
EVERY ’ 
ANERICAN JERRY 
PRISONER “ SINGLETON 


.1 ALSO 
LEARNED 
THAT 

AMERICANS 
WERE 
FORBIDDEN 
TO C 
COMMUNICATE --- 


BUT IN SPITE OF PUNISHMENT AND ALL 
KINDS OF OBSTACLES, AMERICANS 
THROUGHOUT THE PRISON WERE IN 
ALMOST CONSTANT CONTACT .“ 


THE ENEMY KNEW IF HE C 
(eotere - Roteon MAKE H 


| TAPPING OUT OUR 
CODE BY FINGER--- 
ELBOW--- SANDAL--- 
BROOM --- 


‘ “COMMUNICATED: 
5 IN EVERY | 
; POSSIBLE WAY / 


COUGH COULD 
CARRY A 
MESSAGE 


THE EASIEST THING WAS TO GIVE SO WE FOUGHT TO STAY ALIVE AND 
UP - BUT OUR COUNTRY NEVER FIGHT BACK ,/ 
TAUGHT US THAT.“ oe 


ar | [Won't gust 
! se ; SURVIVE--- 


WE'LL 
CONQUER / 


THE FOOD WAS WE EXERCISED DAILY, WE EXERCISED OUR 
NAUSEATING--- BUT IT EVERY WAY WE COULO ” MINDS, TOO / THAT'S 
WAS ALL WE HAD SO a niial silien WHERE THE MAIN BATTLE 
WE ATE IT.’ er (4 TOOK PLACE / 

| . ( 


I'LL BUILD 
A HOUSE “—S 
IN MY 
IMAGINATION /_ Ji 


I BUILT FIVE HOUSES THAT WAY 7 ANO I HAD PLENTY OF TIME TO 
DISCOVER THE IMPORTANCE OF 
REFLECTION--- 


WHEN 
I WAS 
FREE, 

I WAS 
CONSTANTLY 
DEALING 
WITH 
THE 
WORLD 
OUTSIDE ” 


SUDDENLY THAT WAS GONE ANO BUT I HAD COMPLETELY NEGLECTED 
I WAS FORCED TO DEAL WITH THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSION OF MY 
THE WORLD WS/OE 4 LIFE / 


ote 


IT'S TAKEN 
THIS PRISON TO 
SHOW ME HOW EMPTY 
LIFE IS WITHOUT 


fit 


BOTH OF US GREW UP IN SOUTHERN BUT SOMETHING HAPPENED AFTER 
BAPTIST HOMES.” WE WERE IN CHURCH WE WERE MARRIED --- 
EVERY TIME THE DOORS OPENED.’ 

I THINK I'LL 


YOU COMING STAY HOME AND 
TO CHURCH, READ THE PAPER 
HOWARD 2 


AS A BOY 
I WOULD 
IAVE STAYED 
HOME FROM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
TOO , IF I HAO 
THE CHOICE % 
BUT I AAD 
TO GO” 


JESusS SaAip: THERE ARE 
t AM THE M/LLIONS OF 


_ WAY, THE THINGS MORE ; be ty 
€ TRUTH 4ND IMPORTANT og | 
re IFE THAN THE % 
BIBLE.” j y |; 
NN sii aa 
TTA | » m= 7A\ 


BUT NOW, !1N MY DARK CELLWO7AIVG AND THE WORD OF GOD THAT SEEMED 
WAS MORE IMPORTANT .7 SO BORING YEARS AGO , CAME BACK 
TO ME IN ALL ITS POWER AND TRUTH .” 


= I'M AMAZED 
Sa AT ALL THE SCRIPTURE 
7{  ANO HYMNS I CAN 
RECALL / 


OTHER PRISONERS Vo MY STRENGTH 
WERE ALSO t 4 1S MADE PERFECT 
REDISCOVERING & IN WEAKNESS.’ 
THEIR FAITH ./ . 
TOGETHER WE 
REMEMBERED 


HUNOREOS OF 
BIBLE VERSES / 


WE WERE DETERMINED TO RESIST ae Y AWARE OUR 
OUR ENEMY AND TO OVERCOME THE s ee enanee iS BEATING 
POWER OF DEATH ALL AROUND US.” THEM --- 


STATEMENTS FOR THEIR WES et eT ee ree 
PROPAGANDA / r S 
Retease YY stick 
WITH WITH 
HONOR-- )) DICK--- 


RADIO HANO! “ ae 


7 CAPTAIN ,YOU ~ Se PIGEYE 
WILL MAKE A = HAS TAKEN 
STATEMENT FOR <> RUTLEDGE--- 
/ 
 / 


THEY LEFT ME BOUND 


pean: A LIKE THAT FOR TEN DAYS — 
= eRe Po SITTING IN MY OWN 


EXCREMENT “ 
AND THEN--- 
PRAY--- 
WH SWD GBY 


3 


‘a p 
4 


{ 


WRITE --- EXERCISE 


WISE TO DO 
WILL FEEL 


AS WE SAY.” 


THANK YOU , 
CAPTAIN / 


HOW LONG SUCH 
ALLEG| ANCE 
CAN LAST.“ 


TIE HIM 
AGAIN 7 


I GREW UP 
BELIEVING AND 
TRUSTING --- RDER AND 
HARDER ” 


YEA, THO I 
WALK THROUGH 
THE VALLEY OF 
THE SHADOW 

OF DEATH--- @ 


THY ROD AND 
THY STAFF THEY SUPPORT 


COMFORT ME--- RUTLEDGE--- 


HE'S BEEN 
IN THERE OVER 
A NONTH--- 


ARE YOU 
READY TO 
MAKE A 
STATEMENT 
Z 


AN AMERICAN POW 
HAS JUST CONFESSED 
THE NAMES OF TWO 

U.S, PILOTS FORCED 
TO FIGHT THE 
IMPERIALISTIC WAR 


AGAINST THEIR WILL 7 


AND I WILL DWELL IN 
THE HOUSE OF THE 
LORD FOREVER “ 


THE ENEMY 
GOT MANY 


ae «DEAR MRS. RUTLEDGE : 
. WE ARE FORMING AN 
——_ eo ORGANIZATION OF POW 
Soe ~ WIVES, WE WANT TO 
IN HEI : 4 FORCE HANO! TO 
BSS a4 Zag A 4% ~—- RELEASE INFORMATION 
Bo ae : mr ABOUT OUR HUSBANDS—- 
COMING “7 %e 


IN PRISON WE 
KNEW NOTHING 
OF THE BRACELETS 
AND BUMPER - 
STICKERS THAT 
KEPT OUR PLIGHT 
BEFORE THE 

PUBLIC--- 


HANO! TOLD US A LOT ABOUT BUT HANOI FELT THE PRESSURE OF THE 
ANTI-WAR ACTIVITY, BUT POW AND MIA GROUPS 7 
NOTHING ABOUT THE MANY GROUPS 


THAT WORKED SO HARD FOR US 7 


ANDO LITTLE BY LITTLE WE NOTICED HANOI COULD READ THE HANDWRITING 
CHANGES TAKING PLACE .7 ON THE WALL --- 


NO MORE CAPTAIN , THE PRISONERS WILL 
CRIES IN FRESH NEW NO LONGER. SUFFER PHYSICAL 
THENIGHT ROPE BROKEN RRM FX TORTURE AND.ABUSE.” 
FROM BURNS /, ay i 


TORTURE | i) 


a 


| 
‘ 
»D 


me | I HAD TO GET THE NEWS OUT 
ao =e Te eee R QUICKLY ’ THE ENEMY WAS STILL 
AND THE PEOPLE / USING THE 7AREAT OF TORTURE 
TO USE US FOR PROPAGANDA / 


> 


SO PIGEYE 
BECAME 


A 
SCAPEGOAT 
FOR 


COMMUNIST 
INHUMANITY / 
AFTER HIS 
STRANGE 
CONFESSION 
WE NEVER 
SAW HIM 
AGAIN / 


IT’S NOT ALL 
ANTI-WAR AT 
HOME.” 
PEOPLE ARE 


SUPPORTING 
US.” 


OUR GOVERNMENT 
iS KEEPING THE 
PRESSURE ON,“ 


WE HAD ALL LOST CONSIDERABLE SOME BODIES WERE SO RAVAGED , 
WEIGHT “ EVERYONE SUFFERED MEN PULLED WORMS FROM THEIR 
MALNUTRITION , DYSENTERY--- THROATS 


Bur 
NOW WE 
BEGAN TO 

GET BETTER 


FINALLY, AFTER FIVE YEARS 
OF SILENCE --- 
N/V I'LL SHARE 
IT WITH EVERY 
AMERICAN IN 
PRISON / 


\/ 
YOUR FATHER 
1S ALIVE 


IT’S HIS OH, PASTOR FOLEY READ MY LETTER 
HANDWRITING 7 THAN FROM THE PULPIT --- 
7 GOD. 


WE MUST 
CONTINUE 
PRAYING FOR 


HOWARD ¢ 


eye 
OU eS 
N\, DOK, SON 

— 


THEY'RE PUTTING \ 
ALL AlR CREWS 

TOGETHER IN ONE 

=) CELL BLOCK / 


" hie ery swe 

1 CONDITIONS 
f CONTINUED TO 
it Bl IMP a Me 


a 
wae 


I HAD BEEN IN NOW I WAS WHAT A 
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT TOGETHER WITH FIFTY CELEBRATION 


FOR 1,740 DAYS / eS OTHER-AMERICANS .“ 


Saco) | 


il \\ 


LET'S HAVE A 
WORSHIP SERVICE / 


/ I KNOW THE BEST 
WAY FOR ALL OF US 

TO USE OUR 

VOICES--- 


I HAVEN'T USED 
MY VOICE IN OVER 
YEAR 7 


A REVERENT SILENCE FILLED THE LT, COL. ROBERT RISNER 
ROOM AS WE ALL GOT ON OUR PRAYED FOR US--- 


KNEES 7 " 
LORD, a AND FOR 
THANK YOU BRINGING US 
FOR BRINGING TOGETHER S 
US THROUGH THE LIKE THIS... 
ROUGH DAYS--- 4 > 


bY 


i 


At 


a 
WWE 


fl 


i D if 


AND —— f/f Wett, YWE DON'T 


THEN ; e oe GuUYS--- Sg 3 
MAJOR j as 
NORMAN 


MCDANIEL 
PREACHED 


THE “i i ¢ \ iP 
SERMON--- /- : EX ff | WT 


ANO WE  Y BUT WE'VE 
DON'T HAVE A 
HYMN BOOk--: 


NO MATTER 
HAND THAT JESUS IS A WHERE YOU 
COMFORTER, A FRIEND ARE--- 
AND A SAVIOR,’ / OR WHAT 


YOU'RE DOING --- 8 


LORD, WE \/ AND FOR 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING US 
GIVING US BROTHERS IN 
VICTORY--- CHRIST,” 


\\.: 
ah: ty 


wae RE 


4 


: ss 6 ~ aq, A, AS) | 
; escio( Ii 


WE WERE 
HERDED 
INTO THE 


MEMORIES 
OF PAST 
TORTURE 
WERE VIVID 
IN OUR 
MINDS 7 


AS WE => O, SAY CAN YOU SEE, 
AWAITED =... BY THE DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT --- 
OUR FATE , y 
SOMEONE WHAT SO PROUDLY WE HAILED, 
IN CELL - se ee a AT THE TWILIGHT'S LAST = 
BLOCK 7 i ; GLEAMING--- gz s 
BEGAN t : |-ee= = 
TO SING —| 
THE 
STAR 
SPANGLED 
BANNER--- 
dome 
ippeies 
OTHERS JOINED IN --- ALL OF CELL BLOCK 7 WAS ALIVE 


WITH THE SONG --- 


WHOSE BROAD STRIPES 


AND BRIGHT STARS, 
THROUGH THE THE BOMBS BURSTING IN AiR, 


PERILOUS FIGHT--- GAVE PROOF THROUGH THE NIGHT 
THAT OUR FLAG WAS STILL THERE --- 


AND FINALLY, THE ee ae PRISON “7 
| Bree iO ON VERY AMERICAN VOICE 


O, SAY DOES THAT Y O'ER THE LANO OF THE FREE 
STAR SPANGLED BANNER AND THE HOME OF THE BRAVE 2 
YET \NAVE--- ii = 


OCB 


a NSS ZL? 


THERE WAS 
NO QUESTION 
NOW WE 
WERE GOING 
TO LEAVE HANO!} 
AS MEN ./ 
STANDING TALL 
AND STRAIGHT 
NOT BROKEN 
AND BENT 7 


WHEN THE PEACE TREATY WAS SIGNED 
IN PARIS I HAD A RELUCTANT 
VISITOR --- 


YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS INSISTED 
THAT YOU GET A COPY OF THE 
TERMS OF YOUR RELEASE “ 


ne ee 


I FELT RESURRECTED 
FROM THE DEAD AS 
I LEFT OUR TOMB OF 
SEVEN YEARS --- 


SEEING OTHER AMERICANS WAS TEARS CAME TO OUR EYES AS WE SAW 
ALMOST TOO MUCH .7 ee THE SUPPORT OUR COUNTRY HAD 
IVEN US. 


—_—~ 


FIRST STOP --- THE PHILIPPINES --- AND THEN --- FIRST THINGS FIRST--- 
cl YOUR FATHER 


c 
OF EVERY AMERICAN \> 
YOU CAN REMEMBER 
IN PRISON.” 


WE WANT TO 
BE SURE EVERY- 
ONE CONES 


SHE TOLD ME OF OUR 


---PHYLLIS, YOU'RE SON'S ACCIDENT--- 


HOLDING SOMETHING 


AND THEN A CALL TO 
PHYLLIS--- 


Y DARLING, YOUR VOICE \ 
IS FULL OF LOVE AND 
\ WELCOME , BUT--- 


WE WERE AT THE SOHN DOVE FROMTHE AND HITA SUBMERGED 
BEACH--- CLIFF --- ROCK --- 


WHAT <7/ HE'S) NN V HE'S AS SMART AND 
IS HIS ‘7 PARALYZED AS WITTY AS EVER 
CONDITION > FROMTHE AND HE'S ATTENDING 
NOW NECK COLLEGE ,” 
DOWN 7 


AND HE CAN'T WAIT 
TO SEE YOU.” 


WON'T LET MY 
QUESTIONS ABOuT 
JOHN OVERPOWER 
MY FAITH IN 
YOu / 


I BELIEVE 
YOU'RE WORKING 
IN HIS LIFE , JUST 
AS YOU'RE WORKING 
IN MINE 7 


I BELIEVE YOU'VE GOTA SS ANO MY SON AND I WILL FIND 
PLAN FOR BOTH OF US’ oS IT TOGETHER .” 


F 


gf Y a 
j 7 


SUT 


KS 
2: ‘ 
a 


ea; 


CAPTAIN , 
THE NEXT THERE'S A 
MORNING--- NURSE HERE 
WHO INSISTS 

ON SEEING 


Y AND YOU REALLY VV SHE'S 
OUGHT TO SEE A REAL SOMETHING 
HER, SIR--- BEAUTY,/ FOR YOU, 


ae 
F ; 


ts” 


| I'VE WORN IT 
DAY AND NIGHT--- 


“ y.ert AL return _ ) 
NOW THE FINAL FLIGHT | AMERICA TRANSFORMED 
ACROSS THE PACIFIC -- A CHURCH © BY WHAT I'VE 


DRoP-OuT../y SEEN GOD DO 
IN PRISON,” 


I'VE LEARNED THE AND I'LL APPLY GOD'S 
IMPORTANT THINGS NEVER BE WORD IN MY FAMILY 
IN LIFE ./ WITHOUT Lifes 
s A BIBLE S wd 
AGAIN .7 


1 THOUGHT OF MY REUNION WITH 


coke & I'LL TELL 
B ~ 


= / 
a I'LL HOLD HER HER-- s EMBRACE. 
'( AT ARM'S LENGTH--- . 


oi \' 4 


z BUT PHYLLIS HAD A 
Ns BETTER IDEA / 


SSW 


HAT A HANOI TOLD US AMERICA WOULD --- BUT HANO| 
WELCOME 4 STAGE WILD DEMONSTRATIONS DIDN'T MEAN 
WHEN WE RETURNED--- TAS KIND “7 


ED) / 
ANTS | ‘al 
I ALWAYS I KNOW V I'VE LEARNED 
FELT PRAYER BETTER NOW ” THAT, TOO, DAD./ 
WAS A SORT 
OF RITUAL 
{ 
a. Be 


AND IT DOESN'T PAY TO GET HUNG - --- I'M GLAD 
UP ON THE THINGS YOU H FOR THE THINGS 


OF 
SUFFERING--- 


CAN'T DO--- : I CAN DO.’ 


BUT WE KNOW 
THAT GOD HAS 
UNDERSTAND PROMISED NEVER 
THE MYSTERY TO LEAVE US OR 


FORSAKE US.” 


CAPTAIN, \/ YOU'RE 
YOU'LL HAVE FREE TO GO y NOWON, 
“OPEN GANGWAY “ ANYWHERE WE'LL DO 
THIS WEEKEND--- on YOU WISH / THIS EVERY 
SUNDAY./ 


WILL YOU I'VE BEEN 
HOME , SPEAK TO OUR WAITING OVER 
CAPTAIN 4 SEVEN YEARS 
ar \ TO DOTHAT, £1 
PASTOR “ 4% 


HAN \s \ pepe 
- y ‘Hh A AS 
/ \\ ~ A 
Yip li, \ Ws: 


EVERY DAY FOR 
HOWARD RUTLEDGE--- /* ANO MY FAITH IN GOD, 
I COULD NEVER HAVE 
SUSTAINED LIFE 
AND HOPE ” 


~ 0 
S,* 


/---BUT GOD SHOWED W V 
ME THAT HE STILL DOES 
MIRACLES WHEN WE 

TRUST HIM--- 


STILL POSSIBLE TO BE 
PRISONER TO MANY 
THINGS --- 


SELFISHNESS --- 
DRUGS--- SEX--- 


\/__HE'S 


READY TO 


EVEN IN PRISON--- - 


SHACKLED---TORTURED= 
HUNGRY AND SICK--- 
CHRIST SETME 
FREE / 


|| --- HATE--- FEAR--- \ 


/ AND MY PRAYER FOR \V 
MY BELOVED COUNTRY 
1S THAT EACH OF US 
WILL LEARN HOW 
REAL CHRIST IS .7 


TO LIVE IN THAT KIND 
OF PRISON--- 


--- AND SEE WHAT 
REAL FREEDOM 
IS LIKE 4 


GriBvlEXANID INTERWY Je tfife Ye 


A Mel White Production 


February 15, 1973, the entire nation watched Captain 
and Mrs. Rutledge run across that red carpet and into each ————— 
other’s arms, This picture was made to give God the glory —— 
for that reunion, and to share their discovery ah 
that faith in Christ really does make a difference. $25 Rental 


16MM 


ORDER FROM YOUR 


GOSPEL FILMS DISTRIBUTOR 
or Gospel Films, Inc., P.O. Box 455, Muskegon, Michigan 49443 


TOWARD THE MARK... 


SPIRE CHRISTIAN COMICS ff 
FINOING THE SOURCE... (fe 


CHRISTIAN 
i COMICS 


WHAT'S LIFE 
AlL ABOUT??? 
iS IT MEANT TO BRING 
TENSION... 
OR PEACE 
SLAVERY 


OR FREEDOM 7 
ATE 


A DALLAS COWBOYS 


Pitty ZCoLt AL 


<7 \ ; // 
be ee: 


